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his hand, laying it on the key of the Church in the door, and pronouncing these words, " I induct you into the real and actual possession of the Rectory or Vicarage of H. with all its profits and appurtenances." Then he opens the door of the Church, and puts the person in possession of it, who enters to offer his devotions, which done, he tolls a bell to summon his parishioners.
INDULGENCES, in the Romish Church, are a remission of the punishment due to sin, granted by the Church, and supposed to save the sinner from purgatory.
According to the doctrine of the Romish Church, all the good works of the saints, over and above those which were necessary towards their own justification, are deposited, together with the infinite merits of JESUS CHRIST, in one inexhaustible treasury. The keys of this were committed to St. Peter, and to his successors the popeSj, who may open it at pleasure ; and, by transferring a portion of this superabundant merit to any particular person for a sum of money, may convey to him either the pardon of his own sins, or a release for any one in whom he is interested, from the pains of purgatory. Such indulgences were first invented in the eleventh century, by Urban II. as a recompense for those who went in person upon the enterprise of conquering the Holy Land. They were afterwards granted to th ose who hired a soldier for that purpose, and in process of time were bestowed on such as gave money for accomplishing any pious work enjoined by the pope. The power of granting indulgences has been greatly abused in the Church of Rome. Pope Leo X., in order to carry on the magnificent structure of St. Peter's, at Rome, published indulgences, and a plenary remission to all such as should contribute money towards it. Finding the project take, he granted to Albert, Elector of Mentz, and Archbishop of Magdeburg, the benefit of the indulgences of Saxony, and the neighbouring parts, and farmed out those of other countries to the highest bidders : who, to make the best of their bargain, procured the ablest preachers to cry up the value of the ware. It was this great abuse of indulgences that contributed not a little to the reformation of religion in Germany, where Martin Luther began first to declaim against the preachers of indulgences, and afterwards